CELEBRATING THE 15OTHANNIVERSARY OF THE

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION

Guest Societies
The Royal Philatelic Society London

United States Possessions Philatelic Society
Colombia-Panama Philatelic Study Group ¢ Canal Zone Study Group
65+ Dealers | Meetings | Seminars | 4300+ Pages of Exhibits

Schuyler Rumsey Auction begins April 25, 2024

www.westpex.org

San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel
Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 1800
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WESTPEX, April 26-28, Salutes the UPU

The 64th annual WESTPEX show will be held April 26-28 at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel, 1800 Old Bayshore Highway,
Burlingame, CA, just a mile south of the San Francisco International Airport.

The show’s bourse will include more than 70 national and international
dealers in stamps, postal history and stationery and supplies, filling the bourse
with items desired by general collectors, specialists and exhibitors. The show
will once again have a large four day auction by Schuyler Rumsey Auctions
with a large number of lots ranging from single items to large collections
which will be available for pre-auction viewing.

This is a World Series of Philately exhibition with the Grand Award
winner eligible for the next Champion of Champions competition. This open
exhibition will feature over 250 frames of exhibits, and participation by the
Royal Philatelic Society London, United States Possessions Philatelic Society,
Colombia Panama Philatelic Study Group, Canal Zone Study Group and the
American Philatelic Society with a Town Hall Meeting.

Numerous specialty societies, clubs, and study groups also will hold a
variety of meetings and seminars during the three-day event.

The WESTPEX sponsored Youth Area will include free stamps and
supplies for young collectors, and a Boy Scout Merit Badge program is
scheduledfor Sunday, April 28th.

You will not want to miss this 64th annual WESTPEX Stamp Show.
Show hours are Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday 10 to 3.

$5 Admission is good for all three days, and children under 15 are ad-
mitted free with adult. Complete show details, reservations, schedules, and
theme story will be available at www.westpex.org.

Saluting the UPU

2024 WESTPEX has chosen for its Show Theme, the 150th) Anniversary
of the Universal Postal Union, UPU. While not the usual WESTPEX local
theme, it is concretely philatelic, and WESTPEX is dedicated to enhancing
and to enlightening the ‘world via stamps’ to stamp hobbyists, scholarly
philatelists, philatelic enthusiasts and the public.

“The World Via Stamps™: That in a nutshell explains the guiding prin-
ciple and purpose of the UPU, initially founded as the General Postal Union.

Look for Leland & Tanya Wulff
and Wulff’s Stamps, Inc.
For U.S. Early to Modern

* France Early to Modern ¢ French Colonies

Pre-independent Period ¢ and New issues for France,
Fr. Polynesia, Fr. Andorra, FSAT,
Monaco, New Caledonia, SPM, and Wallis & Futuna
e All year round at
PO Box 98296, Las Vegas, NV 89193

service@wulffstamps.com
Phone: 725-205-1014 or 800-884-0656

* At WESTPEX Booth 96
Or Visit Us At wulffstamps.com
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While mailing one’s utility bill payment, credit card payment, birthday card
or wedding invitation may only mean a stamp and a readable address, with
the correct ZIP+4 Code, that only works within a single nation, a nation with
an established postal system.

But, people, anywhere and everywhere, want and need to correspond
beyond borders, across vast oceans, over mountains, transferring rivers, and
through lands distant from the mail drop. So, How?

Before the UPU, it was a matter of each independent national postal
authority to negotiate specific postal treaties with other countries, and that
required a distinct treaty with each nation, and only through time consuming
negotiations, and none with the similar conditions. Added, for example, was
the various routes and carriers plus entry ports or departure ports. The heavily
used North Atlantic shipping lanes were numerous, and each carrier had to
deal with several differing national postal authorities, as well as incur the cost.

In 1863, even during the tragic American Civil War, the Postmaster
General Montgomery Blair (1813-1883 and on US Scott #C66) called for
an international conference, which met in Paris, France. While the delegates
drafted principles for international postal cooperation, they failed to draft
an agreement. But the first bold step had been taken toward international
cooperation.

With the surprising victory in the Franco-Prussian War of 1871, the newly
created united Germany and its Postmaster General Heinrich von Stephan
(1831-1897) called for another international gathering, which was held in
Bern, Switzerland; it successfully concluded the Treaty of Bern, October 1874,
creating what is now named the Universal Postal Union, UPU.

With the decades since, various changes have occurred to the original
decisions, yet, in principle postal authorities should give equal treatment to
foreign and domestic mail and each country should retain all the money paid
for international postage. The UPU provides that stamps from member nations
are accepted along the entire international route.

Changes and regulations over the century and half have been added; for
example, in 1906, prisoners of war mail would be free postage. In 1929, the
first air mail regulations were approved. In 1952, Aerogrammes were accepted.

In 1947, the UPU became a specialized agency of the United Nations.
It has six official languages: French, English, Arabic, Chinese, Russian, and
Spanish. All U.N. nations are welcomed to join. As of 2024, the UPU has
192 member nations.

Across oceans and seas, over mountain ranges, along rail and air routes,
even on dirt or gravel roads, through jungles and vast deserts, or even by
packed animal, one can mail a letter to any destination on this world, truly a
“world via stamps”, thanks to the UPU.

QUALITY STAMPS OF

THE WORLD 1840-1960

U.S. CLASSICS
THRU BOB

GREAT BRITAIN &
COLONIES

WORLD WIDE

See us at Booth #74
| Seen Pedro Staanp & Coin
- " colonies P.O. BOX 91@6 TUCSON. AZ 35752
france Gffices sanpedrosc@gmail.com (520) 303-9887
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Look for these leading dealers at WESTPEX...

For Mint, Mint Never Hinged
& Better Used
Western Europe & Colonies,
British Commonwealth,
Scandinavia,
Japan, Canada
Please see...

M/NH Philatelics

at WESTPEX Booth 26

5301 Beethoven St. #180,
Los Angeles, CA 90066
email: AKKBIO@aol.com
Ph: 310-850-9385

CROWN
COLONY
STAMPS

The British
Com m o nwealth We are active buyers and sellers of
. stamps and postal history of all areas
of N ations of pre-1960 British Commonwealth,

including individual items, collections
and estates. Want lists from all reigns
are accepted with references.

PO Box 1198 @ Bellaire, Texas 77401
Phone: 713-781-6563 ® Fax 713-789-9998
info@crowncolony.com

Visit our booth at most major phila-
www.crowncolony.com

telic exhibitions!

QF& & 1]]5 L.W. Martin Jr.
Please Visit Us at WESTPEX Booth 89
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...and tell them StampNewsNow sent you!

Solden ey

Auctions

Have your material featured in our Gem Series, Collector
Series, or Specialty Series Sales. Contact our director, Tracy
(Shreve) Carey to discuss your singles or collection.

Work with a company that knows online buying and selling, with over 75
combined years of philatelic experience. We are exclusively a full-service
online auction house that can assist you with all of your philatelic endeavaors.

Register with us today to make sure you are the first to know about recurring
auctions, specialty auctions, GOOA Store deals and more!

Please visit us at WESTPEX Booth 71

Great Reading! P‘.I‘?ase Visit Us at WESTPEX Booth 69

Many Graded Stamps from 80-100

ALITY U.S. STAMPS

ays « Federal & State Hunting Permits
Guy Gasser

guy@hbphilatelics.com
www.hbphilatelics.com
\ Official APS Web Sponsor

All Year Round
For MORE News, Dealers
and Special Offers go to
WWW.Stampnewsnow.com
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